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BACKGROUND

In October 2025, the security landscape in Latin America and the Caribbean remained deeply fragmented,
with countries exhibiting varying levels of institutional deterioration, authoritarian consolidation, and fragile
democratic governance. The main drivers of insecurity included organized crime, corruption within or
politicization of judicial systems, expanding illicit economies, and limited or absent state control over large
areas of national territory. This report provides a structured, country-by-country overview of key security
conditions, highlighting evolving threats, state response capabilities, and structural vulnerabilities across the
region.

In Anfigua and Barbuda, the security environment remained largely calm, with low crime rates and no
significant political tensions. However, institutional weaknesses persisted, particularly in cyber defense, border
control, and environmental preparedness, leaving the country vulnerable to climate impacts and
transnational criminal activity.

Argentina maintained relative political and institutional stability, but urban crime intensified in the Buenos
Aires metropolitan areq, particularly with an increase in robberies, local drug distribution (narcomenudeo),
and organized crime penetration. Social discontent grew quietly due to ongoing economic stress, inflation,
and subsidy reductions, while cybercrime and digital fraud continued to rise.

The Bahamas faced sustained threats from organized drug trafficking and gang violence, especially in
Nassau and Freeport. The country remained a key maritime corridor for narcotics headed for the U.S., with
law enforcement under pressure to secure borders and combat arms trafficking. Tourist areas were generally
safe; however, adjacent communities experienced higher levels of gang-related incidents.

In Bolivia, the recent transition to a new presidency heightened political polarization. While large-scale unrest
was limited, demonstrations arose over indigenous land rights and natural resource disputes. Coca cultivation
and illegal mining increased in regions such as Yungas and Pando, with a weak institutional presence
facilitating the growth of illicit economies.

Brazil continued to grapple with pervasive criminal control in urban centers and the Amazon basin. Organized
militias, drug factions, and illegal mining operators remained entrenched in areas like Rio de Janeiro, SGo
Paulo, and Pard. Federal interventions in the Amazon increased, but faced crificism for militarization, human
rights abuses, and inadequate environmental oversight.

Chile experienced rising insecurity due to the expansion of transnational crime networks, particularly Tren de
Aragua, in urban centfers and border regions. The Araucania region saw sporadic violence linked to the
Mapuche conflict, while urban crime—including robbery, homicide, and extortion—grew in Sanfiago and
northern cities amid perceptions of government inaction.

Colombia remained one of the region's most complex security environments. Despite attempts at dialogue,
FARC dissidents, ELN factions, and narco-paramilitary groups confinued to maintain territorial control in rural
areas of Cauca, Narino, and Norte de Santander. Coca cultivation and illegal mining surged, with increasing
aftacks against security forces and political actors.

Costa Rica witnessed a continued deterioration in public security, with drug trafficking and gang violence
rising along the Caribbean coast and in urban areas like San José. Although democratic institutions remained
intact, growing corruption within police forces, rising cybercrime, and environmental degradation indicated
a weakening state capacity in critical areas.

Cuba maintained strict political control through surveillance, censorship, and targeted repression of civil
society. Even though there were no official crime reports, informal accounts suggested an increase in black-
market activity, theft, and cyber fraud due to economic desperation. Internet restrictions and extensive state
monitoring of digital communications continued.
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In Ecuador, violence escalated dramatically amid a wave of extortion, prison riots, and cartel-linked
assassinations, particularly in Guayas and Esmeraldas. The elimination of diesel subsidies ignited large-scale
protests, compounding the government’s security and political challenges. Criminal groups continued to
overpower state forces in multiple coastal and Amazonian regions.

El Salvador remained under a state of exception, with the government achieving low crime rates through
mass incarceration and militarized policing. While public safety improved, international concern grew over
arbitrary detentions, a lack of due process, and an erosion of democratic institutions under the Bukele
administration.

Guatemala was engulfed in political furmoil after attempts by the judiciary to block President-elect Bernardo
Arévalo’s inauguration triggered nationwide protfests. Although the unrest was not excessively violent, it
exposed deep institutional fractures. Meanwhile, organized crime and drug-related activities persisted across
borders and rural regions, undermining state sovereignty.

Honduras continues to grapple with persistent insecurity, primarily driven by gang violence, drug trafficking,
and extortion. Despite President Xiomara Castro's efforts to implement anti-crime strategies, state capabilities
remain limited, partficularly in urban areas and border regions. Corruption and weak judicial performance
have hindered long-term efforts to reduce crime.

Mexico faces severe security threats from entrenched criminal cartels, with territorial battles between the
Jalisco New Generation Cartel (CIJNG) and the Sinaloa Cartel resulting in high levels of violence in Guerrero,
Michoacdn, and Zacatecas. Despite increased militarization, impunity remains widespread, and civil society
continues to protest against issues like gender violence and disappearances.

In Nicaragua, under the regime of Daniel Ortega, authoritarian control is maintained through surveillance,
repression, and manipulation of the legal system. While official crime rates appear low, the main security
threat arises from the criminalization of dissent, forced exiles, and systematic political persecution.

Panama has faced a major social crisis following mass protests against a controversial mining contract.
Blockades, clashes, and economic disruption have highlighted deep divisions in state-society relations.
Although crime levels are moderate, the legitimacy of public institutions has been significantly weakened.

Paraguay has experienced stability in urban centers, but faces growing threats from drug trafficking and
corruption, especially in border areas like Amambay. Organized crime maintains a strong influence in logistics
corridors, while political figures are under scrutiny for potential collusion with illicit networks.

Peru has been gripped by a profound political crisis following the ousting of Dina Boluarte, which has
triggered violent nationwide protests, partficularly in the southern Andean regions. Meanwhile, organized
crime confinues to expand in the VRAEM and border zones. llegal mining and drug trafficking have
increased their territorial control, surpassing the state's capacity in several regions.

The Dominican Republic is witnessing rising urban violence and increased drug trafficking activity, particularly
near Santo Domingo and the Haitian border. Migration-related tensions have surged, accompanied by mass
deportations and antfi-Haitian rhetoric. While the government maintains institutional control, public
dissatisfaction with crime management continues to grow.

Trinidad and Tobago are experiencing a severe decline in urban security, with record-high homicide rates
driven by gang violence and drug frafficking. Criminal groups have established control over specific districts
in Port of Spain and beyond. Public confidence in law enforcement has declined due to perceptions of
corruption and inaction.
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